NEWSLETTER ARTICLE
Ash Wednesday Offering

In the past, congregations have supported Kansas District missions and ministry through the Ash Wednesday offering.  This year, the District Board of Directors has designated the Ash Wednesday offering to be divided equally between two special funds of the District – the Scholarship Fund and the Education Loan Repayment Fund.
The Scholarship Fund supports students pursuing a career in professional church work at an LCMS university or seminary.

Over $22,000 was distributed to twenty-eight students in 2011, with amounts varying from $525 for freshmen to $1,360 for seminary students.

We want to encourage more of our members to become church workers, but the high cost of education can be overwhelming.  The average cost of tuition only at a Concordia university is about $24,000.  School scholarships may possibly cut that figure in half.   Adding books and room and board leaves students with a significant amount to finance.    

The Education Loan Repayment Fund supports professional church workers who carry indebtedness from their college and seminary education.  Thirty-seven applicants in 2011 reported loans totaling over $1,253,000.  Of the pastors that applied for a grant, the average current loan outstanding was $36,021 (range - $279 to $214,000); of the teachers - $30,013 (range - $5,500 to $152,955); of the DCEs - $26,048 (range - $5,685 to $60,029).  All applicants received a $700 grant toward their indebtedness.  

Please make checks payable to the church.  We will then forward the entire Ash Wednesday offering to the Kansas District for the Scholarship and Education Loan Repayment Funds.
Romans 10:13-15

For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!"
BULLETIN BLURBS

February 12, 2012
On Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012, please bring a special offering for Kansas District, LCMS missions.  Your contribution will support two special funds of the Kansas District: 1) the Scholarship Fund which supports students pursuing a career in professional church work at LCMS universities and seminaries and 2) the Education Loan Repayment Fund which helps professional church workers serving Kansas congregations and schools with the repayment of their student loans.
February 19, 2012
How can you assist Kansas congregations to raise up, retain and support professional church workers?  Bring a special offering to the Ash Wednesday service on February 22, to benefit the Kansas District Scholarship and Education Loan Repayment Funds.  These funds help college students pursuing a career in professional church work and help professional church workers with repayment of their education loans.
BULLETIN INSERT
See the other side for a copy-ready insert.
All of these materials are available on the Kansas District website, www.kslcms.org – click on Publications-Resources at the top of the page and scroll down to Ash Wednesday.
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Ash Wednesday Offering
     The Kansas District Board of Directors designated the Kansas District Ash Wednesday offering to be divided equally between the District Scholarship and Education Loan Repayment Funds to benefit Kansas students pursuing a career in professional church work and professional church workers serving Kansas congregations and schools.
     
Scholarship & Education Loan Repayment Funds
     Students pursuing degrees in professional church work at LCMS universities or seminaries face yearly tuition costs ranging from $21,940 to $29,000 – this does not include room and board and books.  In 2011, twenty-eight applicants received awards ranging from $525 to $1,360 depending on their year in school. 
     With the rising costs of education, many Kansas professional church workers can be saddled with large debts from student days.  In 2011, thirty-seven applicants received a grant of $700 to assist in repaying their education loans.  The combined total of their education debt was over $1,253,000.  


Words of Thanks from Grant Recipients
· My heartfelt thanks for the blessing of this gift.  Without it, I would be hard pressed to be able to continue my education at seminary.
· I am extremely blessed.  It is only because of prayers and financial support from amazing people that I am able to attend Concordia, Nebraska.
· This gift is truly a blessing that enables me to pay down the balance of my student loans.  My family lifts up prayers of thanksgiving for your encouragement and support of church workers in Kansas.

Please make checks payable to your church and write 
“Ash Wednesday” in the memo line.  Thank you!
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