
Ablaze! Greetings from LCMS-WM Asia Regional Director 

children and vacation use.  Now 
a congregation of the India Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church meets 
there.  The LCMS World Mission 
Area Director, Rev. Hoefer, 
preached for the occasion, repre-
senting the missionaries of the 
past and celebrating the IELC 
congregation's unique ministry.  
  
The church has become a major 
pilgrimage center.  The building 
is open all day for pilgrims, but 
Friday is the special day for peo-
ple to come to the church to pray 
to Jesus, sometimes numbering 
up a a thousand.  This develop-
ment over the past ten years is 
part of the continuous movement 
toward Christ by caste Hindus 
around the country, usually out-
side the church. 
  
Kidnapped Seminarian Freed 

The Lanka Lutheran Church has 
12 students in an informal semi-
nary training program.  The stu-
dents are already involved in 
church planting, each assigned to 

It is a very easy thing to become 
bogged down with all the prob-
lems that Satan constantly stirs 
up in God�s church. Problems and 
trouble seem to use up our time 
and energy and keep us from 
being witnesses of Christ�from 
being Ablaze! Instead we are 
tempted to worry about the sur-
vival of earthly institutions we 
have built and wonder how God�s 
church can survive if they fall.  

The work of the church is not 
about building or saving our 
earthly kingdoms. Jesus re-
minded His disciples and us that 
His work and our work is to 
enlarge His kingdom. In Matthew 
4 Jesus says, �Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near.� Je-

sus brings His kingdom, but He 
uses people to do it. He is the 
master and we are tools in His 
hands.  

Yes, He sees the problems, but 
asks us to trust in His divine 
providence for His bride, the 
church. Our job is to be faithful 
in our work, and to pray.  

We regularly pray �Thy kingdom 
come.� Luther says, �All this is 
nothing else than saying: Dear 
Father, we pray, give us first Thy 
Word, that the Gospel be 
preached properly throughout 
the world; and secondly, that it 
be received in faith, and work 
and live in us.�  

As the new LCMS World Mission 
regional director for Asia, I find it 
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various regions of the 500 plus 
tea plantations where the church 
works in central Sri Lanka.  In 
February, there was a mass bap-
tism of 82 new believers, but 
people from two of the planta-
tions were prevented from com-
ing for their baptism by Hindu 
radicals.  Later, Francis, the 
seminarian who was working on 
one of these plantations never 
returned home after one of his 
visits to the region.  For six 
weeks, the church leaders and 
police searched for the young 
man.  In answer to many 
prayers, both in Sri Lanka and 
around the world, the seminarian 

Our Lutheran Heritage 
Concordia Seminary, Nagercoil, 
organized the annual Pastors 
Refresher Course for the India 
Evangelical Lutheran Church on 
June 13-15th.  The theme was 
"Our Lutheran Heritage."  Fea-
tured guest presenters from the 
LCMS were:  Dr. Robert Kolb 
(Concordia Seminary, St,. Louis), 
Dr. Richard Carter (Concordia 
University-St. Paul), Rev. David 
Birner (LCMS World Mission Dir. 
for Int'l. Mission), and Dr. Her-
bert Hoefer (LCMS Area Director 
for India and Sri Lanka).  In at-
tendance were 230 pas-
tors, deaconesses, and seminary 

students, including 15 from 
the Lanka Lutheran Church. 
  

75th Anniversary  
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church in 
the hill station of Kodaikanal, 
South India, celebrated its 
75th anniversary on June 
11th.  The building was con-
structed by LCMS missionar-
ies for their boarding school 
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very exciting to 
see God working 
through His peo-
ple here. Satan�s 
forces are in 
Asia, to be sure, 
but that fact 
only underscores 
the need for 
God�s children 
to be here, 
bearing wit-
ness to our Savior. We pray that 
many will be partners with us in 
this important work. Thy king-
dom come, Lord Jesus.  

 

Rev. John Mehl 
Asia Regional Director,  

LCMS World Mission 

Continued on page 5 
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LCK Opens 41st Congregation 
Beginnings are always a special moment 
to share with friends and co-workers, es-
pecially when it is the opportunity to cele-
brate the opening of a new congregation.  
With over 150 in attendance, the Lutheran 
Church in Korea (LCK) opened its 41st 
congregation, putting it on track to the 
LCK�s goal of 50 congregations by the 50th 
anniversary of Lutheran work in Korea.  
Rev. Baek and his flock (pictured below) 
in Osan, Korea treated the brothers and 
sisters to a wonderful afternoon of spec-
tacular singing.  With praise to God, New 
Life Lutheran Church gave witness to the 
New Life that is ours in Christ!  Please 
pray with them as they make known the 
mysteries of the Gospel in Osan!  

 
32nd Lutheran Choir Festival 

The Lutheran Choir Festival opened in 
Seoul on June 25, 2006, organized by the 
Women�s Association of Lutheran Church 
in Korea (LCK).  The choir festival is held 
every year to give LCK church members 
an opportunity for exchange and coopera-
tion. 

Summer Bible Schools 
Summer Bible Schools were held during 
July and August at all Lutheran congrega-
tions in Korea to reach out to students 
from kindergarten up to the university 
level.  For this year�s Summer Bible 
School, the Education Committee of the 
LCK invited teachers to a workshop in July 
to help acquaint them with various re-
sources like textbooks for Bible studies 
and training for singing and choreography. 
The Summer Bible Schools are held annu-
ally and beginning next year will fall under 
the leadership of local churches.  

Gyeonggi-Incheon Pastor Association 
The association of pastors from the region 
surrounding Seoul held its regular meet-
ings on July 3 and September 4-5.  These 
official meetings aim to foster the ex-
change of church news and sharing of 
fellowship among the pastors. 
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service materials according to the litur-
gical calendar and makes these materi-
als available to its members. It is 
planned to extend this service and offer 
more materials in the future.  The LHK 
s i t e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t : 
(www.lutheranhour.co.kr). 

• LHK has started a youth program. As a 
first step, ten members of LHK have 
formed a Gospel Band. They intend to 
meet for practice four times a month 
and participate in mission meetings 
every other month. It is not a profes-
sional music band but it is full of joy to 
spread God�s Word through prayer and 
exercise. All band members are LHK 
volunteers.  

LTU Hosts International Academic 
Symposium 

On August 18, Luther Theological Univer-
sity (LTU) hosted an international Aca-
demic Symposium which included partici-
pants from Germany, Japan, and Korea. 
Dr. Ingo Holzapfel from Ludwigshafen 
University, Germany, gave the keynote 
presentation on �The Nursing Care Insur-
ance and Diaconal Work in Germany.� A 
total of 12 professors and students from 
four universities in three countries � Ja-
pan Lutheran College and Japan Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Japan, Pyeongtaek 
University and LTU, Korea, and Ludwig-
shafen University, Germany � gave pres-
entations in two different fields of re-
search: Theology and Social Welfare. LTU 
hopes that in this era of globalization this 
type of international symposium will help 
contribute to students� better under-
standing of international contexts.  

2006 PLI Conference 
The 2006 Pastoral Leadership Institute 
(PLI) Conference was held on July 17-21 
in Gyeonggi Province and included 40 
participants. As in preceding years, LCK 
organized the Conference in cooperation 
with PLI in the United States.  Eight 
speakers from the U.S.A. participated in 
the Conference.  This year�s conference 
followed the theme �Evangelization and 
Sermon� and focused on the reality of 
ministry situations.  The conference  was 
well received by all participants. 

Women�s Association Retreat 
This year�s Women�s Association Retreat 
was held on August 7-8 at Luther Univer-
sity in Yongin City, Gyeonggi Province 

under the theme �Fill the Jars to the 
Brim� (John 2). The participation of 
11 Asia representatives from Japan, 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan gave the 
retreat an international atmos-
phere. 

2006 Retreat for Pastors 
The LCK Social Welfare Committee 
organized a pastor�s retreat from 
August 14-17 in Donghae, Gangwon 
Province. A total of 30 families par-
ticipated and enjoyed the program 
which included worship services and 
fellowship meetings, as well as free 

time for families to rest and spend time 
together.   

Lutheran Hour Korea Update 
• In May the Lutheran Hour Korea (LHK) 

opened its �Christian Art Center� as a 
Center for Christian cul-
ture and a Christian gift 
shop. It exhibits and sells 
assorted items such as 
books, media,  and sym-
bols of our Lutheran tradi-
tions.   

• In June, LHK provided the 
Lutheran Hour Myanmar 
with items to support its 
mission in Myanmar.   

• L H K  i s  e x t e n d i n g 
� E q u i p p i n g  t o 
Share� (ETS), a mission 
education program for lay 
church members, to also 
include youth.  ETS is a 1-
2 day program designed 
to educate lay members 
about the necessity and 
practical methods of mis-
sion.  At present 20 to 30 
mission groups and asso-
ciations participate in ETS.   

• Through its website , LHK 
offers various worship 
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CISS Mourns the Passing 
of Dr. Rittmann 

It is with great sadness that Concordia 
International School Shanghai (CISS) 
learned of the passing of its Head of 
School, Dr. David Rittmann, who died of a 
sudden heart attack on July 4, 2006, in 
Seattle, Washington.  
 
Dr. Rittmann was Head of School at Con-
cordia Shanghai from 
2002 to 2006, and 
previously served for 
23 years at Concor-
dia�s sister school, 
Hong Kong Interna-
tional School, nine-
teen as Head of 
School. His teaching 
ministry began in 
1964 when he served 
several Lutheran 
schools in the U.S. 
prior to assuming his 
position in Hong Kong.  He will be re-
membered for his academic excellence 
and inspiring leadership by many, both 
within and outside of Concordia�s ex-
tended community.  Dr. Rittmann touched 
the lives of many families, children and 
educators throughout the world, all who 
feel blessed to have known him. 

 
Louise Schini Weber to Serve as CISS 
Interim Head of School and Elemen-

tary School Principal 

Louise begins her 25th year in Asia as 
Concordia�s Interim Head of School and 
Elementary School Principal. This new 
leadership position is due to the untimely 
death of renowned Asia educator, Dr. 
David Rittmann. Concordia's enrollment 

exceeds 800 this 
present year with 11 
AP course  offerings.  
Construction on the 
four-story elemen-
tary building will be-
gin after the October 
holiday and be ready 
for occupancy in Au-
gust 2007.  In addi-
tion to classrooms for Preschool-Grade 4 
students, the building will house a library, 
commons, motor skills room, two music 
classrooms, an art classroom and 
a discovery room.  Two roof-top play-
grounds will provide large motor spaces.   
 
Before coming to Shanghai to help start 
Concordia in 1998, Louise worked at 
Hong Kong International School for 16 
years as a teacher and administra-
tor.  She began preschool programs in 
New York City, Hong Kong and now 
Shanghai.  She taught all grade levels 
through grade 8 and did consulting work 
with various schools and universities in 
the U.S. and Hong Kong.  She is joined by 
her husband, Michael, Concordia's Direc-
tor of Technology.  

Dr. Greg Sawyer Joins LCMS World 
Mission Asia 

Dr. Sawyer has joined 
the LCMS World Mis-
sion team as its 
�Strategic Education 
Developer for Asia.�  
Dr. Sawyer has served 
as a teacher at Hong 
Kong International 
School, and for the last 
two years, as the HKIS 
high school principal. 

In his new position, 
Dr. Sawyer will play a 
major role in the fur-
ther development of 
the Asia Lutheran Edu-
cation Association 
(ALEA) and work with 
the schools and educa-
tion agencies of the 

Comings & Goings 
Asian Lutheran church bodies to enhance 
outreach through building vibrant faith 
communities.   

Weddings 

LCMS World Mission Missionary Steven 
Oliver and Maggie (ShuHwa) Shie were 
recently married (Sept 2, 2006), begin-
ning a NEW life together.  It was a happy 
time for all but especially for Maggie and 
Steven as they were able to give witness 
to God�s Love for us in Christ to all of the 
guests, many who are still not Christians.  
Whether it was in English, Hakka, Taiwan-

ese or Mandarin all heard that Jesus 
Christ can be the foundation for every 
relationship, as we love because He first 
loved us! 

On July 15, 2006 Dennis Denow, LCMS 
World Mission missionary to Southeast 
Asia, married Ms. Monta (Boom) Ekwanit, 
Country Director of the Lutheran Hour 
Ministry in Bangkok.  The ceremony was 
held in Bangkok and bore witness to their 
love for the Lord and each other to all in 
attendance.  

New Mission Family 

Patrick, Jennifer, John, Grace and James 
O'Neal are greeted by President Um of 
the Lutheran Church in Korea (LCK) ear-
lier in 
A u g u s t 
of 2006.  
P a t r i c k 
will be 
work ing 
c l o s e l y 
with the 
LCK as it 
develops 
s t r a t e -
gies for 
mission work in North Asia.  Already a 
number of congregations in the LCK are 
involved in short-term mission trips and 
training evangelists.  It is hoped that in 
the future the LCMS and LCK can develop 
some joint projects and mission 
plans.  Rev. O'Neal served as an associate 
pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Algona, Iowa for five years prior to 
joining LCMS WM in Kingston, Jamaica in 
2004. 

UPCOMING ALEA CONFERENCE 

IN SHANGHAI 
The work of Asia Lutheran Education Association (ALEA) is 
expanding now to over 200 Asia Lutheran schools 
(International, National and Local) with more than 
100,000 teachers and students enrolled.  ALEA offers 
training, mission outreach programs, leadership develop-
ment, recruitment assistance, service learning opportuni-
ties, student and faculty exchanges, networking and con-
ferences.   

The third conference of schools - ALEA 2006, �The Collabo-
rative Work of Caring Professional Communities,� will be 
held October 26-28 at Concordia International School 
Shanghai.  It will be an exciting event and include repre-
sentatives of many schools, human care workers and 
presidents of ILC churches.  

For registration information contact Dr. Greg Sawyer at 
gregsawyerlcmsasia@yahoo.com or the ALEA website at   
www.AsiaLEA.org.  

Steven & Maggie 

Dennis & Boom 

Dr. 
Sawyer 
with his 

wife 
Cyndi 
and 
their 

children 
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ment, Gloria Dei Christian School is look-
ing forward to more ministry partners in 
reaching out to the children.  And GDCS 
is especially looking forward to continuing 
to partner with HKIS as this most recent 
collaboration was such a success!   

More than 100 Attend LCP Ablaze! 
Summit 

�How long did you hike to get here?� 
asked Rev. James Cerdeñola to begin his 
presentation at the North Luzon Highland 
District Ablaze! Summit of the Lutheran 
Church in the Philippines (LCP).  Several 
participants had to hike two or three 
hours and then take several more hours 
riding in a bus to get to the conference.  
A pair of women, however, had the long-
est hike�eight hours!   

Can you imagine hiking eight hours to get 
to a church meeting?!  This was not an 
ordinary church meeting, however. This 
was a Summit designed to help pastors, 
laymen, laywomen and youth catch the 
Philippine Ablaze! vision of starting 100 
new LCP Congregations by the year 2017.  
It is an audacious goal!  It will only be 
reached as every member of the LCP par-
ticipates in doing what they can to make 
the vision a reality. 

Rev. Cerdeñola set the tone for the Sum-
mit by outlining the history of the Ablaze! 

movement and how the LCP has taken 
ownership of the vision.  He outlined the 
seven mission responses and emphasized 
how every LCP member needs to be in-
volved to make the vision a reality. 

Later in the Summit, participants wrestled 
with identifying the barriers that keep 
every Filipino from becoming actively in-
volved in sharing the Gospel.  Shyness, 
lack of support, lack of training, and sev-
eral other barriers seemed almost insur-
mountable as the group listed them one 
by one.  Rev. Ao-as, president of the 
North Luzon Highland District summed all 
of the barriers up very clearly when he 
said, �The biggest barrier to my being 
fully committed to sharing the Gospel is 
myself.�   

Later in the Summit, when the group was 
asked to work on solutions one woman 
objected, �We know the problems, but we 
came here for you to give us the solu-
tions.� It is the members of the North 
Luzon Highland District themselves who 
must overcome these barriers as they 
wrestle and pray together.   A common 
theme arose as group after group re-
ported their ideas on how to overcome 
the barriers to sharing the Gospel.  This 
theme was that �we must rededicate our-
selves to Bible Study and we must get out 
and just do it.� 

In the final session of the Summit, the 
128 participants met with members of 
their own churches and came up with 
very specific plans for implementing the 
vision of Ablaze! in their home areas.    

There were a lot of smiles as the Summit 
ended and people started their long jour-
neys back to their homes.  One partici-
pant said as he was leaving, �Thank you 
for explaining to me how I can be Ablaze! 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.�  We pray 
that he and all the other participants will 
keep that flame and set Northern Luzon 
on fire with the Gospel. 

Gloria Dei Christian School Receives 
HKIS Donated Computers 

On July 15, 2006, Gloria Dei Christian 
School (GDCS) was most appreciative to 
receive 30 sets of computers from Hong 
Kong International School (HKIS). Mrs. 
Gutierrez, principal of Gloria Dei, called it 
�Christmas in July�, saying that for four 
years the school personnel had been 
wishing for a miracle to replace their bro-
ken down computers. 

This wonder-
ful gift came 
about as a 
result of con-
nections made 
at last No-
vember�s Asia 
Ablaze! Sum-
mit in Hong 

Kong, which was held at HKIS.   While 
there, Rev. James Cerdenola, President of 
the Lutheran Church in the Philippines, 
and Mr. Abraham Tablizo, Chairman of 
the Board of GDCS, met leaders of HKIS 
and learned that the school donates its 
used computers to other non-profits.  Mr. 
Tablizo put in a request for 30 computers 
which HKIS was able to fill. 

Mrs. Gutierrez went on to say, ��
heaven�s door opened and not only a driz-
zle dropped down to our school but a 
downpour of blessing as the delivery 
truck came.  Our teachers and pupils wit-
nessed box after box being unloaded and 
brought to our computer room.  The fol-
lowing day, the pupils crowded around 
the boxes and their faces beamed with 
pleasure and awe as each computer was 
lifted up from its box and set on the ta-
bles.  Teachers and students alike were 
overjoyed as they could now for the first 
time do the prescribed IT curriculum (a 
program called Tekkids developed by the 
University of the Philippines IT Center).  
Yes, they have the chance of a hands-on 
experience as never before.� 

With God directing the Ablaze! move-

MISSION CENTRAL TEAM & IOWA WEST VISIT ASIA 

After years of support and partnership in so many projects and ways in Asia, LCMS World 
Mission was thrilled with the visit of Gary Thies and his team of volunteers to Asia. They 
were accompanied by the President of Iowa West District, Rev. Paul Sieveking and his 
wife, Sue. After coming as a group to Hong Kong the various teams split off to visit the 
work in China, Indonesia, Vietnam, and Cambodia before retuning to Hong Kong for de-
briefing and strategy talks with the LCMS Asia Management Team.  

While in Vietnam, the team visited one of the newly built and almost completed health 
stations (see picture of groundbreaking). Through such communal health stations, which 
serve scores of villages, LCMS World Mission is able to interface with and meet the needs 
of thousands of people. 
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Hong Kong together with a simple gospel 
tract (brochure center) to share the faith 
that sets our hearts Ablaze! 

 
Water, Witness, and Wakeboards 

What happens when you put 20 teenag-
ers, half a dozen adults, and the Holy 
Spirit together on the South China Sea 
on a sunny Friday afternoon in Septem-
ber?  Combustion and an Ablaze! mo-
ment!  On Friday, September 1, 2006 
several youth and their leaders from 
Church of All Nations (CAN) in Hong 
Kong invited friends to attend an after-
noon and evening of wakeboarding, 
swimming, eating and fellowship.  Pizzas 
were delivered by speed boat and CAN 
member, Jeff Shupe, as music played on 
both the front and upper decks.  Through 
prayer, devotions, and personal sharing, 
six youth uncommitted to Christ were 
witnessed to by CAN youth.  Also, at one 
point in the evening the boat captain, a 
local Hong Kong Chinese gentleman, 
went to the front of the boat to inquire 
about Jesus, our prayers, and the faith of 
these young people� another Ablazing 
moment!  Thanks be to God for "Water" 
and the Word! 

 Cambodia Ablaze! 

Hong Kong Ablaze! 
Hong Kong Synod 
Kicks off Ablaze! 

On October 14, 2006 
the Lutheran Church 
Hong Kong (LCHK) 
Synod will kick off its 
Ablaze! program with a 
gathering at the Martha 
Boss Center in Hong 

Kong.  Some 1,000 people are expected 
to attend.  At the gathering the LCHK 
Synod will unveil its four step approach 
to Ablaze! with a specific program de-
signed for greater and greater spread of 
the gospel in Hong Kong.  The first pro-
gram is to address the needs of 1,000 
families in the Lutheran Social Services 
net of relationships (brochure on the far 
right).  The second program is the min-
istry to �the least� in Hong Kong using 
the churches, schools and social welfare 
to break the cycle of poverty among 
Hong Kong�s underprivileged (brochure 
on the far left).  The third program is a 
Parent�s Hotline that seeks to connect 
LCHK  Synod school families to Christian 
counselors (brochure second to the 
left). The fourth program is focused on 
internationalizing the LCHK Synod 
schools through the 
use of short term 
Christian teams 
and volunteers 
from the US and 
abroad (brochure 
second from the 
right).  All of these 
programs will be on 
display at 130 loca-
tions throughout 

DID YOU KNOW?  
The �Water, Witness, and Wakeboards� article above is 
posted on the official LCMS Ablaze! website.  The article 
was submitted with CAN�s Ablaze! numbers and is now 
available at the click of a button for people around the 
world to read about how Hong Kong is Ablaze! 

Check out the LCMS Ablaze! site at: 

http://www.lcms.org/ablaze   

 
India & Sri Lanka Ablaze!  

Continued from page 1 

Sunday School teachers so they can 
teach our children more about Jesus.�  
What a wonderful invitation!  The Spirit is 
working and providing more opportunities 
to bring the light of God's Word to the 
hearts of the Cambodian people. 

Only One? 
The Groth�s are busy planning workshops 
to teach leaders ways to share Je-
sus.  Because these workshops are to be 
intense and are to build teaching to be 
taken back to others, the number is lim-
ited to twelve.  As leaders select partici-
pants it is almost heart wrenching to hear 
the question��You mean we can send 
only ONE?"  What a call to play a role in 
making Cambodia Ablaze! with the power 
of God's Spirit in sharing the Good News 
with others. 

 

involve many other Christian pastors in 
the "each one reach one" congregational 
strategy.  In the planning stage is a Chris-
tian pastoral gathering which will expose 
other Christian leaders to the Ablaze! 
sharing strategy and further plan deliber-
ate efforts to win "Cambodia for Christ." 

 Come and Help Us 
Jeanette Groth, LCMS World Mission mis-
sionary, was thrilled to be called (much 
like her favorite Bible story as a child, 
�The Macedonian Call�) by a group of 
Christians in the Sihanoukville area of 
Phnom Penh.  As they talked about work-
ing together and strengthening one an-
other in mission, one young pastor looked 
at Jeanette and asked, "Could you come 
and meet the church leaders of our fifteen 
churches?  From there we can build a 
bond and you can come and teach our 

Passion Flamed 
In working with Open Gate Christian 
Church, Pastor Unrion and Pastor Naro 
talked about the powerful influence that 
the Asia Ablaze! Summit in Hong Kong 
had on their ministry.  They shared that 
they had returned from the Summit with 
the vision that they would encourage each 
of their members to share Jesus with one 
person in a month.  As they progressed 
with this plan they were surprised when 
members reported that they had gone well 
beyond this expectation of reaching one 
person.  These encouraging reports 
fanned their excitement and they began to 
vision about what would happen if other 
Christian churches in Cambodia purpose-
fully planned this same sort of sharing 
witness to Christ.  They shared their ex-
citement with local pastors at a meeting 
and began to work with these pastors to 

was suddenly released by his Hindu 
captors.  Thanks be to God.  The work 
on this plantation continues through 
these courageous young men. 
 

Funds for New Church Sites 
The "Jesus Is Lord" mission society has 
raised funds to help with the planting 
of new churches in India and Sri 
Lanka.  Through the work of seminary 
graduates who are serving as church 
planters during their probation period, 
God is raising up many new congrega-
tions.  On average, the purchase of a 
site for one of these new congregations 
in India is around $10,000.  In Sri 
Lanka, the strategy is to establish a 
"Mission Station" consisting of a par-
sonage-cum-community hall (for wor-
ship, training, pre-school, after school 
ministries, etc.) at $15,000 each.  JILM 
has recently provided $35,000 toward 
these needs.  Thanks be to God. 



 
 
 
 

Taiwan Ablaze! 
A New School Year Starts! 

Praise God for the opportunity in Asia to 
witness to students both in large set-
tings (as in the picture below) but also 
in a more personal one-on-one relation-
ship.  Concordia Middle School, one of 
Asia�s 200+ Lutheran schools, began 
the new school year with God�s word, 
encouragement from Christian teachers, 
and prayer.  This year there are 14 
LCMS teachers, three of them new, who 
have come to Chiayi, Taiwan to witness 
to their love for Jesus as they teach 
English at Concordia Middle School.  
Please pray that the 100,000+ students 
and staff  throughout the Lutheran 
schools in Asia will also know that God 
cares for them both at the beginning, 
middle and end of all things!  

LCMS World Mission Asia, in partnership with 

Pentecost Lutheran Church 
2213 Coolidge Ave. 
Racine, WI  53403 

ing the children, playing with them, sitting 
with them in therapeutic sessions, or just 
holding them were ways the group found 
they were able to offer assistance. The 
children�s response to individual attention 
was moving; their joy at making new 
friends unforgettable.  

Discussions were held in the evenings, 
providing a forum of reflection focusing on 
how we all are like orphans, separated 
from our Heavenly Father yet brought 
back to a relationship with Him through 
the work of Jesus. Of the group, only two 
of the students were Christians, but all 
were greatly affected by the children. In 
the simple words of one of the partici-
pants: �[This experience] changed my 
life.�   

Praise God for this network of coworkers 
in Christ and the chance to serve to-
gether. 

ATTENTION PRINT READERS: 

Due to rising printing costs, please contact the editor (editor@asiaablaze.org) 

to be added to our email distribution list.  If you wish to unsubscribe completely, 

kindly check the unsubscribe box at the bottom of the mailing label or simply write 

�remove from mailing list� and return the unwanted newsletter to us.  Thank you. 

□ UNSUBSCRIBE 

DID YOU KNOW?   

Every edition of the Asia Ablaze! Newsletter is sent to 

more than 6,500 congregations and individuals! 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

China Service Learning 
Event 

This past June, an opportunity 
arose for nine high school stu-
dents of Concordia Middle 
School (CMS) to participate in a 
China Service Learning Event 
organized by Marty Schmidt of 
Hong Kong International School 
(HKIS). The event combined youth 
members of a Lutheran church in Cali-
fornia, a university teacher from Indo-
nesia, a few present and former HKIS 
students, and these nine CMS students.  

Mike Kersten and Matt Wasmund, LCMS 
missionaries currently serving in Tai-
wan, led the group of CMS students on 
what was for many their first time out of 
the country. The week-long service 

learning experience focused on 
God�s grace given to us and how 
we may, in turn, help others. The 
main outlet of service during this 
week was assisting first-hand at 
an orphanage in Guangdong 
Province. The workers, very flexi-
ble and open to the group�s arri-
val, allowed them to jump right 
in with the daily care of the chil-
dren who ranged in age from 
newborns to 12 years old. Feed-
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NOTICE 


