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President ’s Off ice 

Of Windshields, Rear View Mirrors, and the 
Lenten Season  by President Keith E. Kohlmeier  

 I have been doing some of my end of the year work tallying road 
mileage for my annual report.  I’m always surprised at the end of the 
year looking at the total number of miles that I have traveled in my car 
in service to our district.  Again this year it will total between 30 and 
40,000 miles, and the vehicle has only been outside of Kansas once  
during the year.  Thus, you will understand why I often tell people that 
most of my sermons and devotions are written on a windshield.  This 
one I will transcribe so that it can be put in printed form. 
 While driving, I concentrate a lot on what I view through my  
windshield and in the rear view mirror.  Both are important.  The one to 
address what is before me, the other to view what is behind me. 
 It may seem like an odd introduction for a Lenten devotion.  But I  
believe that they hold a truth for us to contemplate as we enter the 
Lenten season.  As children of God, we are called to look forward.  Our 
God is the one who  has promised, “I have come to give you life, in  
abundance.”  That is our call, to anticipate and to look forward to all 
that God is bringing us. 
 However, we are also called, especially in this 
season, to spend some time with our rear view 
mirror.  The season of Lent is designed as a  
season of contemplation, reflection, self-
examination, and repentance.  It is only then that 
we are prepared to hear those gracious words of 
Good Friday, “be reconciled to God.” 
 It is only then that we understand and  
appreciate the great truth, “God was reconciling 
the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's 
sins against them.”  It is from that view that he 
calls us again to windshield ministry.  He has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation.  “We are therefore 
Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 
us.” 
 I invite you to join me in a little windshield and rear view mirror time 
in this Lenten season.  For your contemplation, I would turn your  
attention to 2 Corinthians chapters 4 and 5, where the above references 
were taken from.   
 God bless your travel through the Lenten season.  
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A monthly publication of  
The Kansas District of The Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod for 
 congregations, schools, professional 

 church workers and lay leaders. 
If you have any news items to  

share with congregations in our  
district, please direct them to: 

Workers Together Editor  
Kansas District LCMS 
 1000  SW 10th Ave 

Topeka KS 66604-1104 
Phone:  785-357-4441, ext. 223 

Fax:  785-357-5071 
Email:  lori@kslcms.org 

Deadline:  15th of each month 



 District Calendar 
 

February  
 7 NLSA Training, District Office 
 8-9 KAIRS Conference, Topeka 
 27 Conversations of Grace Conference,  
  host sites across Kansas 
March  
 2-23 Guinea Mission Trip 
 7-13 National Lutheran Schools Week 
 27 Youth Ministry Academy Training, 
  Emporia 
April  
 10 Faith and the Home Workshop, Newton 
 

Phone 1-785-357-4441 
Toll Free 1-800-357-4421 
FAX 1-785-357-5071 
Extensions: 
President’s Office  press 7    
Pres. Kohlmeier (219) 
Marie Holt  (219) 
Business Office   press 3    
Debbie Crites (204) 
Tami Lierz (200) 
LCEF    press 3 
Steve Bremer (118) 
Barb McComas (100) 
Education   press 5 
Jim Bradshaw (206) 
Joyce Tate (206) 

Mission & Stewardship  press 4    
Mark Frith (223) 
Lori Hennessey (223) 
Planned Giving   press 6 
Doris Wilson (101) 
Directory    press 8 
Extension by name  press 9  
Operator  press 0  

Distr ic t  Di rectory 

Area Chaplains 
�  Wichita & Topeka - Contact Rev. Rocky Mease.   
Home: 316-788-9627.  Cell: 316-993-0746.   
Email: chaprm@aol.com. 
Wichita Hospital Referral  
�  Kansas City - Our Saviour Lutheran Church has an 
apartment available for families who have patients in 
Kansas City area hospitals (sleeps 4).  Families must live 
outside a 35 mile radius of Kansas City.  Contact Donna 
Bottemuller at 913-236-6228 for more information. 
Kansas City Hospital Referral 

Prayers 
• Rev. Al Hoger, Immanuel, Wichita, and family at the 
death of his father 
• Rev. Mark & Karen Wenzelburger, Trinity, Girard, and 
family at the death of Karen’s mother 
• Rev. Darrell Matthews, retired, recovery from open 
heart surgery  
• Rev. Jim Larson, retired, health concerns 
• Kathy Starr, teacher at Faith, Derby, health concerns 
• Rev. Seth & Heather Meyer, Immanuel, Canton, at the 
birth of Miriam Ruth on January 4  

Calls Accepted 
• Rev. Scott Snow, from LCMS World Mission to Holy 
Cross, Wichita, Senior Pastor 
 
Calls Declined 
• Rev. Carl Seeger from St. John, Edgerton, Wis. to  
St. Peter, Holyrood/Zion, Claflin  
 
Calling Congregations/Schools  
Trinity, Colby 
Zion, Claflin/St. Peter, Holyrood 
Immanuel, Junction City 
Immanuel, Kansas City (Hispanic Pastor) 
St. John, Oberlin 
Bethany, Overland Park (Principal) 
Grace/Trinity, Wichita  
Holy Cross, Wichita (Principal) 

District Congregation Mission Receipts  

 Last month:   
 Dec. 16, 2009 - Jan. 15, 2010 ...................... $193,805 
   Dec. 16, 2008 - Jan. 15, 2009  ..................... $270,189 

 Year-to-date:  
 Jan. 16, 2009 - Jan. 15, 2010  ................... $1,641,131 
    Jan. 16, 2008 - Jan. 15, 2009  ................... $1,742,982 

 To LCMS:     
 Jan. 16, 2009 - Jan. 15, 2010   ..................... $689,274 
 Jan. 16, 2008 - Jan. 15, 2009  ...................... $732,052 

 

Pastors’ Wives Retreat 
March 5-6 

Retreat Center in Herington 
 

Contact Marie at 800-354-4421 ext. 219 
for more details and to register. 

2010 Spr ing Placement 
 The deadline for submitting applications to the District 
President’s Office for a Seminary graduate is March 1, 
2010.  If your congregation votes to call a Graduate, please 
contact the District President’s Office at 800-357-4421 ext. 
219 for information on obtaining the Call Document and 
materials associated with placing a graduate Call, and/or 
making application for a Vicar.  
  Vicars available:   165 
 Candidates available:   163 
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Mission & Stewardship      Rev. Mark Frith, Assistant to the President  

Conversations of Grace via broken Spanish  by Rev. Mark T. Frith 
 To be honest with you, the whole idea made me uncom-
fortable, but I knew that I needed to give it try.  On Sunday 
afternoon, January 10, three of us pastors and one spouse 
set out for a small mobile home park in the Colorado 
Mountains.  We were being invited by a local LCMS con-
gregation and Rev. Brad Aldrich of CrossPollination  
Ministries to give this a try.  Nestled in an area of great 
affluence was this mobile home park, home to about 2,000 
Hispanic people, many of whom were out of work.  “Come, 
pray, become equipped, and talk to people.”  That was it in 
a nutshell. 
 What did we do?  We walked up and down the streets of 
the Mobile Home Park.  We did so remembering to pray for 
those who lived there and for us, that the Lord might open 
up opportunities for us to become involved in conversations 
with the residents.  The space in this article will not allow 
me to tell you the whole experience, only enough for you to 
appreciate the value of this opportunity. But have no fear, 
there will be more in the months to come.   

 Let me simply tell you a tool that worked really well.  
We passed out hand-written flyers that said, “Practica de 
Ingles …at the park…at 4:30 p.m…TODAY.”  Now the 
whole message was in Spanish, but you are a largely Anglo 
audience in Kansas.  “Practice English.”  That was the tool 
that worked.  We didn’t have hundreds flock to the Park, 
but we had several.  This was a human care opportunity.  
The human care opportunity afforded us conversations that 
led to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 Our team of pastors was preceded the three days before 
by a small group of students and one adult (Melissa  
Duncan) from Wichita State University Lutheran Center.  
With our two teams spending over five days in this mobile 
home park, God did a number on us and we’re praying a 
great blessing for our new Hispanic friends.  One of the 
rewards looks to be the start of a Bible study in one of the 
homes of that mobile home park.  I will tell you more in the 
next issues, but let me simply tell you, “We can do this 
here in Kansas.”  

Conversations of Grace - Feb. 27  
 There is still time to register for the Conversations of 
Grace Web Conference on Feb. 27 at a host congregation 
near you! 
 We have added a new presenter to the schedule.  Rev. 
Brad Aldrich of CrossPollination Ministries will lead 
“Facilitating Spiritual Conversations,” teaching us simple 
methods to engage in Gospel conversations with family 
members, co-workers, friends, and even strangers. 
 The cost is $15 and includes lunch and all materials.  
Visit www.kslcms.org/cog for more information and to 
register.  Walk-ins will be welcome on the day of the  
conference, but we can’t guarantee lunch. 

Cross Connections -  
A Small Group Catechesis 
 Pastor Kermit Rickenberg, who serves Bethel Lutheran 
Church in Kansas City, is building a fascinating tool for  
congregations to employ in terms of Small Groups  
Catechesis and Bible Study.   
 One of the principal elements that Pastor Rickenberg 
identifies is a weakness in Lutheran congregations to  
connect “horizontally” with people.  We talk a good game, 
but our behavior says otherwise.  Lutherans can be good at 
confessional theology, but “living out that theology –  
connecting to people in light of Christ” appears to be hard 
for people.  Cross Connections is a tool that is launching 
right now in select areas in the country.  Information from 
Pastor Rickenberg will be released in the coming weeks. 

Daughter Church Planting Workshop 
 The Daughter Church Planting Workshop scheduled for 
Feb. 5-6 has been postponed.  We received genuine interest 
in the Daughter Church Planting Workshop, but did not 
receive a strong enough commitment for the February 
dates.   
 This workshop will be valuable for congregations to  
become informed on the resources available for them to 
begin new mission fronts.  It seems that congregational 
leaderships and church councils traditionally think that 
starting new missions translates into thousands of dollars of 
up-front money.  There are a number of steps and strategies 
that need to proceed the call for significant dollars.   
 Contact Rev. Mark Frith at 800-357-4421 ext. 223 for 
information on these steps. 
 Pastors, Teachers, DCE’s, Lay-people – ever thought 
about being a Church Planter or a member of a Church-
Planter Team?  Your District stands ready to provide 
Planter Training and Resources to grow in the skills of  
resourcing for new missions in Kansas and beyond.  Call 
Rev. Mark Frith at the District Office for more information. 

Scholarship Information 
 Do you know of any student(s) pursuing a career in  
professional church work at one of the LCMS colleges or 
seminaries?  Financial aid is available for these students 
from the Kansas District LCMS, LLL, LWML and St. 
John’s College Alumni.  Scholarship applications and 
instructions, and financial aid contact information are  
available on the district website - www.kslcms.org, click 
on the Publications tab and scroll down to Mission &  
Stewardship Resources. 
 If you have any questions, please contact Lori Hennessey 
at 800-357-4421 ext. 223 or lori@kslcms.org.  The dead-
line for the Kansas District is June 1. 

2010 Spring Timothy Gathering 
May 4-5 at the Retreat Center in Herington 

Details coming soon! 
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Lutheran Church Extension Fund    Steve Bremer, Vice President  

LCEF  Interest Rates  
February 2010 

 

 Steward Account Rates: 
 Congregational Certificates 
 Demand  ............................ 1.125% 
 Steward Account  .............. 2.125% 
  Individual Accounts 
  Less than $1,000  ............... 0.625% 
 $1,000 - less than $5,000  .. 0.750% 
 $5,000 - less than $10,000 . 1.125% 
 $10,000 and over  .............. 2.125% 
  LCEF provides loans for LCMS  
  Congregations, Schools and  
  Professional Church Workers: 
 Monthly, quarterly or annual  
 adjustable .......................... 5.500% 
  5 Year fixed  .................... 6.125% 
  Congregation Endowment  
  (60-Month Fixed or Floating): 
  Min. Investment     Rate         APY  
  $1,000 2.695% 2.722% 
  $10,000 2.820% 2.850% 
  $100,000 2.945% 2.978%

Family Emergency StewardAccount ®  
    Life is full of surprises – some of them costly.  Putting 
our children in an environment where they can be  
successful is a parental obligation.  Controlling the  
surprises and still providing the best possible environment 
requires a plan.   LCEF has developed the Family  
Emergency StewardAccount precisely for this reason. 
    As a Dad and Mom, you cannot promise all surprises 
will be good ones, but you can plan for the “rainy” days by 
setting funds aside now for those unexpected surprises.   

We encourage all young families to give careful planning and consideration to this  
investment program.  It is that good.   
�  Open the account with as little as $25.  This requires a monthly electronic funds 
transfer of $25 per month.  Yes - it is designed to force “savings.” 
�  Interest rates are adjusted monthly (2.25%  in January 2010) and the interest is 
compounded monthly. 
�  Write up to 12 checks per year.  Each check must be written for a minimum of 
$250. 
 To get started in this new investment tool, call 1-800-843-5233 and LCEF  
information reps will walk you through the process.  Or call Steve Bremer at the 
Kansas District LCEF office at 1-800-357-4421 ext. 118. 
 The mission of LCEF is to support the Church in fulfilling its mission of sharing 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ by being a Christ-centered servant partner of the LCMS, 
ensuring that funds and services are available now and in the future. 

 
Business Off ice                              Debbie Crites, Business Manager  

Synodical Convention Assessments 
 Your congregation’s 2010 Synodical Convention assess-
ment is $2.45 per communicant member, based on the data 
received from the 2008 statistical reports.  Convention  
assessment invoices were sent to each congregation at the 
end of October.   Assessments are due July 1, 2010. 

2010 IRS Mileage Rates Announced 
 The IRS has announced new mileage rates beginning 
January 1, 2010.  Standard mileage rate has been decreased 
to 50 cents/mile (a 5 cent decrease from the 2009 rate of 55 
cents); charitable standard rate remains unchanged at 14 
cents per mile; and medical and moving rate has changed to 
16.5 cents/mile (7.5 cent decrease from the 2009 rate of 24 
cents/mile).  These new rates apply to mileage reimburse-
ments paid to an employee on or after January 1, 2010 for 
expenses incurred by the employee on or after January 1, 
2010. 

Filed Your Non-Profit Annual Report?  
 Kansas law requires all non-profit organizations that are 
incorporated with the Secretary of State to file an annual 
report.  The form requires basic information along with a 
$40.00 annual fee.  The deadline for filing the report is the 
sixth month and fifteenth day following the end of the  
organization’s fiscal year, I.E. fiscal year-end of Dec. 31 
would have a filing due date of June 15.  Failure to file on a 
timely basis will result in delinquent status and loss of good 
standing with the Secretary of State and could eventually 
jeopardize your corporation’s certificate of incorporation. 
 If you are unsure of your organization’s filing due date, 
its current filing status, or your business entity ID number, 
you can check it at the Secretary of State’s website 
www.kssos.org.  Under “Quick Links” select “Search Busi-
ness Entity Information.”  Search for the organization by 
either business entity number or by name. 
 You are now able to file your annual report online. Under 
“Featured Links” click on “File Annual Reports Online.”  
Enter your business entity ID number and complete the 
questions on the screen.  The online transaction charge is 
$2.00 and payment of the filing fee and transaction charge 
can be made with any major credit card or by electronic 
check.  Filing is immediate and the filed copy is available 
for you to print for your records. 

Do You Need To File Form 5578?  
 Does your church operate a preschool or an elementary 
school?  Churches that operate, supervise or control a  
private school (including a preschool) must submit Form 
5578 each year with the IRS.  You may obtain a Form 5578 
by calling the IRS forms number (1-800-829-3676) or by 
downloading a copy from the IRS website at www.irs.gov. 
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Human Care Ministry                      Rev. Rocky Mease, Chaplain  

Haiti Earthquake Response Lutheran Organizations  
��� �  LCMS World Relief and Human Care -      
www.lcms.org/ca/worldrelief/ 
 LCMS World Relief and Human Care (LCMS WR-HC) 
is the mercy arm of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod.  LCMS WR-HC supports human care and disaster 
relief projects worldwide.  Contributions sent to LCMS WR
-HC will help our church respond in sending volunteer 
medical teams (needed now), volunteers that will be needed 
in the future, as well as food, water and medical items cur-
rently being shipped to Haiti.   
Online: https://catalog.lcms.org/givenow/Gift_input.asp?
ID=800 
Phone: 888-930-4438 (toll-free) 
Mail: LCMS World Relief and Human Care 
  P.O. Box 66861 
  St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 
  (Mark checks "Haiti Earthquake Relief") 
��� �  Lutheran World Relief  - www.lwr.org  
 LWR (Baltimore) is our International (joint with the 
ELCA) Lutheran Relief agency.  LWR is working with 
partners on the ground to ensure that the people of Haiti get 
immediate access to water, food, and shelter.  LWR is also 
committed to the long-term recovery of the people of Haiti. 
Online: www.lwr.org/emergencies/10/HaitiEarthquake/
index.asp 
Phone: 800-LWR-LWR-2 (toll-free) 
Mail: Lutheran World Relief - Haiti Earthquake 
  P.O. Box 17061 
  Baltimore, MD 21298-9832 
  (Mark checks "Haiti Earthquake Relief") 
��� �  Orphan Grain Train - www.ogt.org 
 Orphan Grain Train, a Christian humanitarian relief  
organization headquartered at Norfolk, Nebraska, in coop-
eration with LCMS World Relief and Human Care shipped 
513,216 “Kids Against Hunger” meals (two semi-loads) to 
Haiti during the week of January 17.  Orphan Grain Train is 
shipping to Haiti both by air and by sea.  Other relief ship-
ments are in the planning stage.  A semi-load relief ship-
ment sent to Haiti last month arrived January 6 and is being 
used to respond to the disaster.  Each semi-load contains 
256,608 meals.  Volunteers in Lincoln, Hastings, and  
Norfolk, Nebraska prepared the “Kids Against Hunger” 
meal packets.  Food distributions are intended for all  
people in need, regardless of church affiliation. 
Online: https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/OrphanGrainTrain/
OnlineDonation.html 
Mail: Orphan Grain Train - Haiti Earthquake 
 PO Box 1466 
 Norfolk, NE 68702-1466 
  (Mark checks "Haiti Earthquake Relief") 

��� �  Children’s Christian Concerned Society -        
www.cccskids.org 
 CCCS provides scholarships and teachers’ salaries for 
schools in Haiti.  The churches and schools have sustained 
significant damage.  Church members have lost their 
homes.  Pastor Dorlus Jonus has been located, but his home 
has been destroyed.  Funds sent to CCCS will help rebuild 
schools and will help to support students’ families and 
school staffs.   
Online: http://www.cccskids.org/emergencies 
Mail: Children’s Christian Concern Society - Haiti  
  Earthquake 
  1000 SW 10th Ave 
  Topeka, KS 66604-1104 
  (Mark checks "Haiti Earthquake Relief") 
��� �  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans - www.thrivent.com 
 Thrivent Financial has offered to match $1 for every $2 
donated by its members up to $1 million.  In total, the  
campaign, called “Helping Haiti,” may generate up to $3 
million in earthquake aid. Thrivent Financial’s 50-percent 
match will apply to gifts given by its members through  
certain Lutheran disaster relief agencies, including LCMS 
World Relief and Human Care in St. Louis and Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) in Baltimore.  The matching funds 
will be spread among four relief entities, including the 
LCMS and LWR.   
 Please note that Thrivent provides a $1 for $2 match for 
funds sent to LCMS WR-HC, LWR and OGT.    
Online: www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti 
Phone: 800-236-3736 (toll-free)  
  (When prompted, please say "directory," then enter 
  ext. 83003.) 
��� �  Kansas District Disaster Fund -  
www.kslcms.org/ks_disaster/index.htm  
 The Kansas District Board of Directors has established 
the Kansas Disaster Fund to help District congregations 
prepare for and respond to local, national and international 
disasters.  Funds sent to the Kansas District Disaster Fund 
will assist Kansas congregations who may wish to  
volunteer in Haiti.   
Online: https://catalog.lcms.org/givenow/Gift_Input.asp?
ID=702 
Mail: Kansas District LCMS - Haiti Earthquake 
  1000 SW 10th Ave 
  Topeka, KS 66604-1104 
  (Mark checks "Haiti Earthquake Relief") 
All of this information is available on the district website - 
www.kslcms.org/ks_disaster/index.htm. 

The LCMS response to the Haiti earthquake is a collaborative effort by LCMS World Relief and Human Care and LCMS 
World Mission to reach out on behalf of the LCMS and assist the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti, an LCMS partner 
church body, with help for hurting congregations and communities.  Funds are needed to buy and ship emergency supplies 
and to carry out what will be a long-term Lutheran response in the weeks and months to come. 
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Educational  Services       Jim Bradshaw, Assistant to the President  

Educat ion Calendar  
Feb. 7          NLSA Training at District Office                                                                                                      
Feb. 8-9     KAIRS Conference (Principals) at Ramada  
  Inn in Topeka                                                                  
Feb. 12-13    District Youth Ministry Team Retreat at the 
  Retreat Center in Herington                                                        
Feb. 24-26  Early Childhood Consultants in Phoenix, 
  Ariz.                                                                            
Mar. 7-13 National Lutheran Schools Week 
Mar. 27 YMA  Module 3 at Messiah, Emporia 
April 10 Faith and the Home Workshop at Zion, 
  Newton 

Lutheran Schools Ablaze Moment  
by Paul Mieger, Principal at Faith, Derby 

 Every now and then during the school year I bring  
different students into my office and just sit around and talk 
with them.  I have a large picture in my office that has 30 
different black and white pictures of faces, each dealing 
with some kind of emotion – anger, surprise, ecstasy,  
loneliness, and more. 
 I brought Mark in one morning in late September this last 
year.  Mark was a really great young man, and I liked him a 
lot.  For being only 11, he was pretty street savvy and had 
dealt with a lot of anger issues in his young life.  Mark was 
now in his second year here at Faith.  He came to us a year 
ago not knowing much at all about God, nor did he want to 
have anything to do with Him.  His mom and stepdad were 
not Christian, but they thought that having him here might 
help because of our small classroom atmosphere.  Mark 
was not happy with the move, but he had been kicked out 
of his last school and the public school system wasn’t going 
to take him back. 
 Mark grew in his first year with us.  He learned that we 
really did care about him.  He made a couple of friends who 
treated him nicely and showed that they really liked him. 
His teacher loved him unconditionally, although at times 
she thought she might like to dismember him. (LOL)  He 
also grew in his understanding that God loved him a lot and 
really cared about him.  He was a really smart young man, 
but still had difficulties with his anger and would fly off the 
handle at times.  But changes were happening in him. 
 As we talked that morning in September, I had him circle 
any of the faces and descriptive words for those faces that 
best expressed how he felt right then.  As he circled about 6 
of them, one really stood out because he kept it over and 
over again. The word was “frustrated” with an appropriate 
looking face. 
 He had never talked to me much about God or what 
might be a saving relationship with Jesus, but when I asked 
him about his frustrated feeling, this is what he said. “Well, 
I just get so frustrated with my friends on my block.  Every 
time that I start to tell them about how Jesus has changed 
my life, and how he died to pay the penalty for all of my 
sins, they just laugh at me and I get frustrated.  But ya 
know what?  Even though I get frustrated, I still keep  
talking to them about Jesus because I’m worried about 
them and that’s what Jesus wants me to do anyway.” 
 I was dumb-founded, even though I probably should not 
have been.  In spite of the fact that he came to us as a pretty 
negative young man, who still deals with some pretty  
difficult things in his life today, Mark is changing.  The 
Holy Spirit has worked and is still working on his heart 
through the love and work of his teacher and others in the 
school.  His life has been changed by God’s love through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 Wow! Isn’t this why we do what we do in our Lutheran 
schools?  Most of the time we don’t get to see the results of 
our labor, but...every now and then…a Mark comes along 
and God blesses us through His work in others. 

Faith and the Home Workshop 
 The Kansas District Family Ministry Team welcomes 
Concordia/Ann Arbor Professor Ben Freudenburg to Kan-
sas as he will lead a one-day Faith and the Home Workshop 
at Zion Lutheran Church, Newton, on April 10, 2010.  This 
Saturday workshop, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., will focus on 
the following:  
Presentation I - 9:00 a.m. to Noon 
�� Sounding the Alarm - Why the family friendly church? 
�� Present the Biblical foundation for home-centered, 
church supported family ministry based primarily on Deu-
teronomy 6:6-9 
�  Describe keys for a family friendly church culture 
�� Explore ministry structures which support a home-
centered, church-supported mindset; overview  
foundations for partnering home and congregation in Chris-
tian education.  
Presentation II - 12:30-3:00 p.m.  
�� Assist participants in evaluating present ministry based 
on arenas for faith formation. 
�� Present a step-by-step process for revolutionizing family 
ministry. 
 Faith and the Home is unique in providing training for 
leader teams or individuals in congregations who have a 
passion for family ministry.  Individual workshop registra-
tion has been set at $35.  This includes all instruction costs 
and a lunch.   
 Contact the Educational Services Office at 800-357-4421 
ext. 206 to register.  Deadline to register is Monday, April 
5.  ALL are welcome! 

NLSA Accreditation Training 
 All interested Lutheran educators in Kansas District early 
childhood centers and elementary schools are invited to 
attend NLSA Accreditation Training with Terry Schmidt of 
LCMS Schools Ministry on Sunday, Feb. 7, from 1:30-5:00 
p.m. at the District Office. 
 There is no cost for this event.  To register, contact Joyce 
Tate at 800-357-4421 ext. 206 by Feb. 1. 
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Adult Education Minute  
 Did it ever occur to you that Bible study is a service to 
others?  Paul underscores this idea in Romans 12:1-2.  He 
urges us to be a living sacrifice “which is your reasonable 
service.”  And how do we do this?  By not being 
“conformed to this world.”  Rather, we are to be 
“transformed by the renewing” of our minds.  In other 
words, we are better servants of God and others when we 
feast on God’s Word in personal and corporate study.�

 Walk Thru The Bible In One Day  
 Adult Education Web Conference 
      Featuring Dr. Reed Lessing,   
 Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

When:  Saturday, Nov. 13, 2010 
           9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Cost:  $25 (includes lunch) 
Where:  Locations TBA in Spring 

Youth Ministry Academy Training 
 Youth Ministry Academy Training Workshop Module 3 
will be Saturday, March 27, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
Messiah, Emporia.  The training will focus on sustaining 
and managing God’s resources. 
�  Administration and budgeting for youth ministry 
�  Event planning (including retreats) 
�  Relationship management with youth and adults. 
 Led by professional youth ministry leaders, the module 
will engage the participants through a variety of instruc-
tional strategies: lectures, experiential learning, reflection, 
and small group processes.   
 The cost is $25 for the day, which includes lunch and all 
instruction costs.  Contact Educational Services at 800-357-
4421 ext. 206 by March 22 to register. 

Congregation Mission Commitments 
 All congregations received a letter and mission pledge 
form for 2010.  We ask that you prayerfully consider your 
support of District and Synod.  You can submit your  
commitment any of the following ways:  
��  send the green copy to Lori Hennessey, 1000 SW 10th  
     Ave, Topeka, KS 66604  
��  call Lori at 800-357-4421 ext. 223  
��  email Lori at lori@kslcms.org.   
 For budget purposes, we would appreciate receiving your 
commitment as soon as possible. 

Keith Jopp Receives KAIRS Honor 
 Keith Jopp will be inducted into the KAIRS Hall of Fame 
on February 8 at the KAIRS Annual Meeting in Topeka.   
This is an extraordinary honor as this organization has been 
in existence (formerly KANS) since the 1970s and there are 
only seven other members in the Hall of Fame. 
 Certainly, no one is more deserving than our good friend 
Keith.  He has served faithfully at St. Paul Lutheran School 
in Cheney for 43 years and has been innovative, inventive, 
and true to his call as a "life-changing" force in the lives of 
children and families during his tenure.  He is now in his 
second year of retirement. 
 Some of you will be in attendance at the induction during 
the KAIRS Annual Meeting, so you will have a chance to 
congratulate him in person.  You may send congratulatory 
greetings to Keith at 326 Greenwood Ct., Cheney, KS 
67025.  submitted by Mark Schotte 

Grace Place Singles Retreat  
 The special Grace Place Retreat for Single Clergy and 
Teachers will be held at the spectacular Retreat House of 
St. Benedict's Monastery in the Colorado Rockies 
in Aspen Valley, September 1-5, 2010.  
 This is the fourth annual Singles Retreat held at  
St. Benedict's, and it provides single church workers with a 
wonderful "pause point" in ministry to reflect, restore and 
rejuvenate, focused on body, mind and spiritual 
health.  Our interest is keeping healthy church workers 
healthy.   
 The retreat center is easily accessible by car, train and air 
near Aspen, Colorado.  The cost of $360 per person covers 
room, meals and all retreat expenses.  The leaders are John 
D. Eckrich, M.D., Exec Director of Grace Place, and Drs. 
Mel and Mary Jacob of Orlando, Florida.   
 For more information, visit the Grace Place website at 
www.graceplaceretreats.org  or call Annette at  
(314)842-3077. 

Kansas Leaders Visiting Guinea 
 A small team of Kansas District leaders is scheduled to 
visit our Guinea missionaries, March 2-23, 2010 - District 
Staff members Chaplain Rocky Mease and Jim Bradshaw; 
Guinea Task Force members Jane Limback and Nina 
Borgstadter; Mission Board  
member Betty Kruse and her  
husband, David.  The main purpose 
of the trip is to facilitate a spiritual 
retreat for Rev. Tim and Beth 
Heiney; Tim, Heidi, Philip and  
Leslie Norton; and Andrea Herman.  Jane Limback (Our 
Saviour, Kansas City) is serving as the leader for this trip.   
 Another goal is to encourage our District congregations 
and Lutheran schools to become active participants and 
supporters of this mission, both through prayer and finan-
cial support.  With this in mind, team members will seek 
support from the 16 Lutheran elementary schools in Kansas 
to donate towards the purchase of French Bibles and copies 
of Concordia Publishing House’s 100 Bible Stories to dis-
tribute to the Children’s Christian Concern Society (CCCS) 
schools while they are there.  Team members will also seek 
support from congregations to cover the costs of travel - 
transportation to, from and in Guinea; travel insurance; 
visas; lodging; food, etc.   
 We want to support the ministry of CCCS and strengthen 
the Kansas District Partnership with Guinea.  Publicity  
materials are available for both congregations and schools.  
Please contact Lori Hennessey at 785-357-4441 ext. 223 or 
lori@kslcms.org for more information. 
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Guinea Missionary Prayer Requests 

Prayer Requests from the Heiney family 
�  Pray for the Kansas team coming in March and for our 
preparations for them, especially about the uncertainty  
surrounding the Conakry leg of the trip because of  
problems in the country.   
�  Pray for stability.  The leader of the ruling hunta in 
Guinea was shot by one of his own men and traveled to 
Mauritania for treatment.  The international community put 
pressure on that country to send him to a third country 
where he could be arrested and tried for humanitarian 
crimes.  He just traveled to Burkina Faso.  He is still not 
well and wants to return to Guinea, but the international 
community it trying to block that, believing that his return 
could cause instability or even civil war.  
�  Pray for Tim as he continues to work on the Maninka 
language.  
�  Pray for our students at the seminary in Togo:  Jacob, 
Martin, and Norbert (Nor- bear).  
Prayer Requests from the Norton family 
�  Thanksgiving for the faith of "MM" in village "DK" 
where they did evangelism in November.  He has expressed 
his desire to be baptized and has shared the gospel with 
four of his friends who are more interested in knowing the 
Savior. 
�  Thanksgiving that the country seems to be on track for 
peace, pray that stability would continue and opportunities 
to share the Gospel would increase. 
�  Pray for "SK" who has hardened his heart and refuses to 
repent.  Pray that God would show him that he is refusing 
eternity. 
 

Prayer Requests from the Norton family, cont. 
�  Pray that fuel shortages in the country would be resolved 
soon; we have had a challenge getting 
around lately. 
�  Pray for the villages of "FD,"  "NJ" 
and "JG" where either we've recently 
started evangelism or hope to start 
soon.  Pray that they would be willing 
recipients of the Good News. 
Prayer Requests from the Carlos family 
�  Thanksgiving that our family got to be together for the 
Christmas holiday 
�  For Raymond's swim team training trip in California 
(safe travel, hard work, joy) 
�  For Hannah as she begins her last semester of high 
school at Black Forest Academy 
�  For Hannah as she prepares for her mission to Athens, 
Greece in late March-early April 
�  For Hannah as she decides which college to attend next 
year 
�  For good health for the whole family 
�  For Jack and Cathy to persevere with their French  
language learning 
�  For lots of opportunities for Jack and Cathy to practice 
speaking their French 
�  For stability in Guinea 
Prayer Requests from Andrea Herman 
�  Safety as she goes back to Guinea and readjusts to the 
climate after being in the states for a few weeks. 

 
Planned Giving           

When Silence is Anything But Golden 
 In our  technologically advanced world, silence seems 
almost impossible to come by. 
 It is ironic that in an hour when communication could be 
so meaningful – if not critical – to family, friends and loved 
ones, many Americans impose an almost unnatural silence. 
It is the silence imposed by the absence of a valid and  
updated last will and testament.  And this is one occasion 
where silence is far from golden. 
 As is often the case when someone chooses not to speak, 
another voice will fill the moment.  This is what happens 
when someone dies without a valid will:  the state govern-
ment steps in with a kind of one-size-fits-all document that 
will be used to determine the final disposition of all issues 
related to your estate – without consideration to your 
wishes. 
 In other words, a judge will name an individual to serve 
as executor and make every decision with respect to your 
estate.  This person and the courts will decide who will 
serve as guardian of any minor children, how specific  
assets will be divided among family, and the final  
distribution of all assets. 
 Apart from the way we almost always think of a will – as 
a legal document outlining asset distribution – the last will 
and testament can carry a message of hope and specific  

wishes for those left behind.  And the absence of this final 
communication may be the thing most devastating of all to 
family and loved ones. 
 In addition to articulating specific wishes for family, the 
will has always been a place for the charitable voice to be 
heard.  Even a superficial glance around our communities 
testifies to the lasting impact of bequests.   
 Actually, creating a last will and testament need not be 
complicated or costly.  Of course, the more detailed your 
actual will – the more you would like to tailor the  
document to deal with specific personal wishes and objec-
tives – the more essential it becomes to consult a lawyer 
familiar with the creation of a will.  Visiting with someone 
familiar with the best options and the basic stumbling 
blocks in the process can prove to be both emotionally  
efficient and cost effective. 
 Our Planned Giving office can answer any questions you 
might have, help you identify options that will best fulfill 
your objectives, and even provide you sample language to 
assist your own professional advisors.  There is never any 
cost or obligation for the information and service we  
provide and it is in no way designed to replace the counsel 
of your personal advisors.  Please call us at 785-357-4441, 
ext. 101 for more information. 
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