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GodÕs Mission Goes On. . .
ÒConsider it pure joy, my brothers whenever you face trials of many kinds,Ó (Jas.

1:2).  How difficult it is in our flesh to put these words into practice!  Yet we have had
opportunities to do just that in the last month.  We thank God even for these trials as
they are opportunities for us to develop perseverance.  The main obstacle Satan keeps
throwing in our path is people who deceive others with the hope of monetary gain.  They
have caused much heartache in our church and continue to do so.  The latest conflict
has been over the building of a well and a wall on our property.  I wonÕt go into all the
details but suffice it to say that there has been a lot of time and energy spent on this
issue instead of the progress of the Gospel.
  Another challenge this month was a rare experience for me in Africa.    I offered to help
with logistics for an evangelism program at the Guinea/Mali border.  We planned on
showing the Jesus  film at two villages, 3 nights at each one.  We spent three nights in
the first village and it went extremely well.  The village chief came and said although he
wasnÕt going to become a follower of Jesus, if we spent a month or so there, than it was
likely that many others would.  There is one man there who does believe but has paid a
heavy price for his faith.  We stayed at his house and he was overflowing with joy to
have a chance to fellowship with other believers.  We went to a second village 8
kilometers away and planned also to spend three nights there.  The first night went by
without a hitch, but as we were getting ready to get started on the second night, the
village chief asked us to Òstop the work youÕre doingÓ.  Since we werenÕt there to create
arguments or force our faith on anyone we obliged.  It was, however very discouraging
to everyone involved.  One of the pastors from the Malian church really wanted to try
for another village, but the others dissuaded him, since in this area a lot of preparation
needs to take place before evangelism (especially large group evangelism) can take
place.  The frustrating thing of course was we had arranged in advance in this village,
and we had been well received, even for the first night, but in the end we were rejected.
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Practical Ways you can support us: Your prayers are truly what we
covet the most!  However, while on furlough, we were asked numerous
times about sending care packages.  If this is something that interests
you, contact us for ideas and a current address.  We will respond as
quickly as our email service allows!



 In both cases however we continue to persevere.  Of course with the Holy SpiritÕs
help we are able to count these trials as joy, but God has more than one way of
encouraging His children.  WeÕve been very encouraged by the progress of GodÕs Mission
in village ÒM.G.Ó  I wrote about this village in the last newsletter.  An elder in this village
has had many positive contacts with Christians (he was healed from leprosy by Catholics
in Mali) and has been very receptive to the Gospel.  We visited him two times this past
month, and had many fruitful conversations.  While there is still much work to be done,
the groundwork is being laid for not only this manÕs family but for many in the village to
Òcross over from death to lifeÓ (John. 5:24).
  We also rejoice that our teammates Tim and Beth Heiney successfully moved to Siguiri
this past month.  The move wasnÕt an easy one, since their house had no water or
electricity when they moved. A well is (slowly) being dug, and solar installations have
been made.  They still have a lot of settling in and adjusting to do especially as they get
started learning a new language.  Please continue to pray for them and for our other
colleagues Andrea Herman and Jack and Cathy Carlos.  Andrea is in the U.S. on her home
leave and the Carlos family will be heading to France for language study, hopefully in the
late summer.  We are very excited to have this group of people to serve with, as Òmany
hands make light workÓ.  For a long time weÕve wanted to have more personnel serving.
Thanks for your prayers, support and perseverance in this mission.

Your partners in Guinea,
Tim, Heidi, Philip and Leslie Norton
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We are so thankful for your support!  Please join us in prayers
of thanksgiving:

- For ÒMG.KÓ and his continued growth.
- For village ÒM.G.Ó and the open door we have.
- The successful move of Tim & Beth Heiney to Siguiri.
- Our brothers in the faith in Mali and their zeal to share

the gospel of Jesus.
- That it appears we will not have to move out of our home!
And join us in praying for:
- The village ÒN.G.Ó that rejected the message of Christ.
- Repentance for those who aim to deceive others for the

sake of money.
- A solution to our internet problems (still not resolved).
- A restful furlough for our colleague Andrea Herman.
- Successful preparation/departure for the Carlos family

for language study in France in a few months.

Praying to the Lord of the Harvest, LCMS
World Mission with its North America and
worldwide partners, will share the Good News
of Jesus with 100 million unreached or
uncommitted people by the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation in 2017.


