June, 2008

Dear Friends,

-

. ;,iiimﬁm It’s been an interestin ;'ncr;th for us. | feel like Tim and I are living two d1chﬁ:'Et lives. He has
been in Conakry with the girls and [ have been in the US for most of the time.

GIU'”Ek{}n one side of the world, the work in Conakry keeps moving along. We have talked before about -
the problem that almost destroyed our refugee church there last year. While we were in the
S States, our church leader, Augustine, suddenly became sick and died. Without its leader the =
CoNARKRY church floundered and almost ceased to exist. But the church secretary, Freddy, really stepped (.é_j‘_x

up, and with the help of God, got things going forward again. Freddy.is a large Liberian with a x—L
deep voice. He found a guy named Fatoma that had some experience as a church leader and was I\ /
interested in being trained. We started to grow again.

Then Freddy made a serious mistake. The school we had found to worship in was far from where
most of our members were. Freddy announced that he had found a school that was closer and he
would close the deal in a week or two. So everyone stopped making the trip in anticipation of the
opening of the closer school. But week after week there were problems and we did not move.
O‘L Soon only a handful were still coming. 1 greatly feared that our people had dispersed to other
churches. Finally Freddy found a different school in that same area. It was great because it was a
I private English-speaking refugee school owned by Kissis from Sierra Leone. It turned out this
family knew many of our members, and they started attending the services. [t started slow, which
scared us, but God began to move. Fatoma is really getting into the teaching, and loves things
like Law and Gospel. The Monday teaching class is growing. Finally last week the room we had
was full. We had fifty-one people and ran out of chairs, and it is showing every sign of continued
growth. It is an interesting group too. We have Kissis, Kpelles, Mendes , Kru, Krahn, and several
other groups | am not familiar with. There are English-speaking Liberians and Sierra iﬁgﬂt:ﬂﬂ
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and some French-speaking Guineans. m“!:,'.;-—':lil-_-l—l‘ﬂ' a7 S.:
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The Kissi church in Conakry has not done so well in numbers, but | am really happy about it. A s

- With the thousands of Lutherans we have in the Forest region, we do not have one member that

!-.::'.'Qhas a college degree. The Kissi church here, for some reason, started as all young men, so when

’?3 we get girls or women coming they feel uncomfortable and don't come back, and those people

¢ Vyare your real growth segment. It has been frustrating, but the handful of young men that are there

s [ l'are of a high level of education. Several are in their final year of studies at the university. The

R# lack of women and young people has allowed the services to kind of be at a deeper level, so
maybe God DOES know what He is doing!

Last month we had a development that really got us excited. A young man named Gilbert
(pronounced djil-bear) showed up. He had been a young member of our church in Gueckedou
(upcountry) and even had experience leading liturgy and stuff. He had won a scholarship to the
University of Conakry and had come here and found the church. What is exciting about this is
that this is one of the very reasons that we have wanted a church in Conakry for a long time. We
have had young members go to University in Conakry before, but since we did not have a church
here we usually lost contact with them. They just stopped going or joined other churches. But
now Gilbert was still with us. He immediately joined the leadership class and is following the

training. It is nice to have something work out the way it is supposed to once in a while.
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